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FROM THE FRENCH. 


„The BASTILLE may occur to ſome of my readers, as an obj ec 
concerning which ſome in formation would be acceptable. I am happy 
to be able to give this, by means of a Pamphlet publiſhed in 1774, 
wrirten by a perſon who was long confined in this priſon. It is 
reckoned the beſt account of this celebrated ſtructure ever publiſhed ; 
and the ſale of it being prohibited in France, under very ſevere penal- 
ties, it is become extremely ſcarce.”” 


Mr, Howard's State of the Priſons. J. bird Edit. Pag. 174 
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SIR, 


S the revolution in France ſeems 
likely to contribute more to the 
general happineſs of mankind, than 
almoſt any other occurrence in hiſtory; 
and as the demolition of the Baſtille 
forms a principal feature of that event; 
permit me to dedicate this account of 
the Conſtruction and Oeconomy of it to 
you; whoſe unwearied efforts to alleviate 
the misfortunes of the unhappy, have 
cauſed your name to be reſpected and 
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DEDICATION. 


revered, in a degree to which no age 
or nation can boaſt a compariſon, 


q! Our countrymen may learn from 
1 this little Tract, not only to venerate 
if and defend the principles of a free 
Conſtitution, but to feel, like yourſelf, 
for the unfortunate, of whatever coun- 
try or condition. 


Accept, Sir, the moſt fincere con- 
gratulations, that you have lived to 
witneſs the deſtruction of the only 
priſon in Europe, except the Holy and 
Apoſtolic Inquiſition, that was inac- 
ceſſible to the benign efforts of your 
humanity.—May every other abode of 
{4 the objects of oppreſſion ſhare the fate 
4 of the Bal ille 15 


That Providence may again permit 
you to return to your native country, 


and 


BG EDICATION 


and that you may long continue an 
ornament and bleſſing to it, is the ar- 
dent prayer of thouſands ; and of none 
more than, 


SIR, 
Your moſt obedient | 
and devoted ſervant, — 


THE TRANSLATOR. 


Fr a Ke 


Wnt 
re 


Ss 


Dt” a Keg 


n 


S 


1. A 
May Crt 


„ a 
4 
NS © 
A 


8 
1 


* 


e eee eee I 


P TIS Eo, 


Ot Mt 


o 


4 


BY 


TFHE EDITOR 


* N 2 E the liberties of the French ned 


their mortal wound in 1770 and 1771, 
 Deſpotiſm, that ſcourge which degrades and 


debaſes human nature, has gained amazing 


firength, and excited univerſal terror in all 
orders of men. The general turn of converſa- 


5 tion is now of exiles, profert rptions and priſons; 


8 4 of theſe laſt the BASTILLE ig without doubt 
the moſt dreadful. The office of ſþy and informer 
zs fo frequently and fo ingeniouſly executed, as to 


_ excite a dread in the breaſt of every citizen, that 


he may poſſibly one day become an inhabitant * 
bis abode of horror and deſpair, 
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|; Xl. de Saintfoy has remarked, © That it is 
= ſafer to be filent on this ſubject, than to 
1 ſpeak;” and I think with him, that a writer on 
18 this head may incur danger; but his labour pill 
1 have a tendency to promote the public good, of 
= poſterity, as well as that of the preſent race of 


| mankind. Fortified by this idea, TI ſhall, re- 
 gardleſs of perſonal conſiderations, beat the alarm 


to my fellow-citizens, and direct their attention 


to thoſe ſhackles and bolts by which they have 
been ſo ntolerably oppreſſed during three 2 IC 


ceſſi ve reigus. 
Henry IV. was the delight of his ſubjefts ; | 


ther happineſs was his; and his memory has 
ever been the common object of national venera- 


tion. Under his immediate ſucceſſor it was that 
Liberty received her firſt Wounds. 

Richelieu, who reigned tr the name 
of Lewis XIII. crowded the caſtles and pri- 
ſons with victims; and even in his own houſe 
he had conſtrued a Vade in Pace*®, where he 
ſacrificed the objects of his reſentment. 


* For an account of this place, ſee p. 225 towards 
the end of the Note. TRAN SI. 
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Hiſtory records few reigns which exhibit fo 
many inſtances of violence and barbarity as that 
of Lewis XIV. The voice of flattery has be- 
flowed on him the epithet of The GREAT; but. 
Poſterity has very juſtly obliterated a title fo little 

merited; ſhe fees in that Prince an unprincipled 
| deſhot, the flave of his paſſi ons, Vain, ad, 
turbulent, and often cruel. 


Under the laft reign, whoſe charaferifitcs 
were folly and inconſiſtency, the minifters trod 
the law under their feet, and erefted in its 
place the flandard of deſpotiſm. Lettres de 
Cachet Tere the means they uſed for diſperſing 
and proferibing the guardians of the laws; and 
it may be truly aſſerted, that in the laſt reign, 
as in the two preceding, te Baſtille, ftrong 
caſiles, and exile, were the grand wheels of 
Government, 


Whale the arbitrary will of the Monarch, or 
rather of thoſe who reign under his name, uſurps 
the place of law, the Baſtille is never likely 10 
and empty. It will therefore be farely of” im- 
portance to impreſs the minds of the people with 
a de efſcription of that fortreſs, its regimen, and 
8 Police; the ſufferings of the prifoners confined 
therein, the tortures, traps, &c. to which they 
Sz” are 


viii ) 


are expoſed. To this end it is that I lay before 
the Public the following Trat, juſt in the form 
in which it was left to me by its Author, ſome 
time ſince deceaſed. With regard to the annexed 
Plan, it was ſketched by himſelf on the ſpot, 


a ith. 4c Lv" ME aft ins Oe 3 


399 e 


„ 
| 

: 

| 
* 

[a 

p 


„ 
9 „ U e . . 


May God render his labour uſeful to my 
countrymen, by inſpiring the preſent Monarch 
with a horror of deſpotiſm, and affe&ion for the 
laws, which are the ſureſt bulwarks of his 
fa fey, as well as f that FY the nation. 4 


HISTORICAL 


Hiſtorical Remarks, 


Fc. TIC 


HE. Bafſtille, in its original form, ſtood 
at the entrance of Paris, on the ſide 

of the Fauxbourg Saint Antoine :—It then 
conſiſted but of two towers. The deſign 
of the caſtle was given, and the firſt ſtone 
laid April 23, 1369, by Hugh Aubrict (a), 
| Prevoſt 


74) Hugh Aubriot, born of obſcure parents at D | 
was Prevoſt of Paris, and Miniſter of Finance, under 
Charles V. He built the bridge formerly called Le 
Grand Pont, but the modern name of which is Le 
Pont au Change. The walls of the gate 87. Antoine ex- 
tending along the Seine, Le Pont St. Michel, and Le 
Petit Chatelet, are monuments of his zeal for the pub- 
lic good. This laſt edifice was erected as a reſtraint 
on the licentiouſneſs of the members and ſtudents of the 
Univerſity. Aubriot was alſo the original inventor of 
ſubterranean channels for carrying off the water. The 
clergy united themſelves with the members of the Uni- 
verſity to compaſs his deſtruction; they accuſed him of 


impiety 


4 
I 
1 


41 
Prevoſt of Paris, who had been charged 
with the management of the new enclo- - 
ſure and fortifications of that city under 
Charles V. The two towers with which 
the c:ſtle was firſt built ſerved as a defence 


againſt the attacks of the Engliſh ; but there 
were ſoon afterwards added. two, for the 
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impiety and hereſy. The adherents of the Houſe of 
Orleans, in oppoſition to that of Burgundy, to which he 
was greatly attached, joined in the perſecution. He was 
ſuddenly confined in the Pafiille, which he had himſelf 
but lately built; and was foon afterwards removed to the 
_ priſon® LU Oubliette. By their inceſiant intrigues, his ene- 
mies at laſt obtained his condemnation, and he was ſen- 
tenced to perpetual impriſonment in this place. At the 
beginning of the reign of Charles VI. in the year 1381, 
a popular inſurrection took place on account of the taxes. 
The rioters forced the gates of the Hotel de V ile, to ob- 
tain arms, and thence carried away between three and 
four thouſand iron mallets; from which circumſtance 
they obtained the appellation of Maillatins. They de- 
ſtroyed the priſon where Aubriot had now languiſhed 
| ſeveral months—elected him their Chief, and forced him 
* to accept the office, Of this honour he fortunately availed 
1 himſelf to compaſs his eſcape-—paſſed the Seine that 
very night, and fled to Bus gundy), where he reſided un- 
known to his enemies, and peacefully ended his days. 
Chronolagie Manuſcrite de 2 Bibliotheque Royale, Chronig. 
de Saint Denys, Antiquites de Paris, Hiſtoire de Paris, 
PFuvenal-des Urfins, le Laboureur. Hugh Aubriot was 
of the ſame family with Fean Aubriot (of Dijon), who 
was biſhop of Ch4tons from 1342 to 1350. 
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purpoſe 


( 22.3 

purpoſe of retreat, fronting t to and parallel 
with the firſt, The entrance to Paris was 
thus lengthened by two ſeparate towers and 
a double bridge: the remains of the firſt 
bridge are ſtill viſible. The edifice was not 
completed till the reign of Charles VI. 
about the year 1393. — That monatch added 
four new towers at equal diſtances. He 
conſtrued apartments between the towers 
in the ſolid walls, pulled down the bridges, 
and ſurrounded the whole eight towers by 
a dry ditch ſunk twenty-five feet below 
the level of the ſtreet. The public road 
was marked out in the form it has at pre- 
Tent; but the Boulevards, and the moat 
which now ſurround the building, were not 


made till the year 1634. 


The Baſtille is ſituated on the left bank 
of the Seine, and near the Arſenal.—lts_ 
entrance is on the right hand ſide, at the 
end of Rue St. Antoine. Here is an ad- 
vanced Corps de Garde and a ſentinel ſta- 
tioned day and night. Near the Corps de 

Garde are the draw- bridges, to which there 
is one great gate; and a leſſer gate leading 
to the Court of / Hotel du Gouvernement, a 
modern building, ſeparated from the Caſtle 
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E 
by a ditch, over which are thrown other 
draw-bridges, and which when paſſed lead 
to a Corps de Garde, ſeparated from the 
great Court by a barrier of conſiderable 
height, armed with thick plates and bars of 
iron. 
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In the way to the great Court are two 
draw- bridges, five gates, at all of which ſen- 
tinels are poſted, and three Corps de Garde. 
This Court forms a ſquare of about one 
hundred and twenty feet in length, and 
eighty feet wide; and here is a fountain. 
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To the right of the entrance of the bar- 
Trier are apartments for the ſubaltern offi- 
cers; and in theſe are occaſionally lodged 


| | | ſuch priſoners as are deſtined to leſs rigo- 
4 rous confinement than uſual. Near this 
1 building ſtands the Tour de la Comte; beyond 
i= which is the Tour de Tréſor, ſo named from 


| its having been the depoſit of the immenſe 
| | treaſure amaſſed by the Duke of Sully to 
'F carry into effect the great project of Henry 
f | IV. Beyond this tower, and about the mid- 
dle of the Court, is an arcade which for- 


} merly ſerved as an entrance to the city, 
Þ and which contains ſeveral apartments :— 


further 


C18) 

further on ſtands an ancient chapel, which 
has been turned into priſoners rooms; and 
in an angle of the court is ſeen the Tour 
de la Chapelle. Both the towers du Treſor 
& de la Chapelle ; are very ancient buildings. 


The walls are of freeſtone, ten feet thick, 


carried up the full height of the towers, which 
they ſerve to connect; and in the ſpace be- 
tween the towers are ſeveral apartments for 
priſoners. At the lower end of this court 
is a large modern Corps de Logis, by which 
it is ſeparated from a leſſer court, called the 
Cour du Puits. In the middle of this build- 
ing is a flight of five ſtone ſteps, by which 
we paſs to the principal gate. We come 
afterwards to the ſtair-caſe leading to the 
upper apartments, and a paſſage through to 
the ſecond court. On the right of this 
ſtands a hall where the Miniſters, Lieutenant 
de Police, &c. interrogate the priſoners, 
This is called the Council-hall; and it is here 
that the priſoners are allowed to receive the 
viſits of ſtrangers: at the bottom of this 
place is a large and ſecure kind of cloſet, 
where are depoſited the papers and effects 
which are taken from the priſoners. 


C Behind 


(. 14 ) 
Behind the Council-hall are lodgings for 
the ſabalterns, turnkeys, &c. &c. 


To the left of the laſt mentioned ſtair-caſe 
ſtand the kitchens and other offices, from 
which run double outlets to the Cour di. 
Puits, Above theſe are three ſtories; the firſt 
and ſecond of which are appropriated to the 
uſe of priſoners of diſtinction, and fuch as 
are ſick. 


The Lieutenant de Roi has an apartment 
at the upper part of the Corps de Logis, and 
cover the Council-hall : the Major lodges on 

the ſecond floor, and the . on the 

third. 


On the other ſide of the great court near 
the kitchens, and the Tour de la Liberte, are 
priſoners apartments, each conſiſting of one 
large room and a cloſet, commanding a view of 
N Moos The dungeons of the Tour de la Li- 
berte extend under the kitchens; and cloſe 
to this tower they have erected a ſmall chapel 
on the ground floor. In this chapel are five 
{mall niches, or cloſets, with ſtrong locks, of 
which three are formed in the wall; the 
others are only wainſcot. Every ee 
admitted 


[4% } 


admitted to hear maſs is put in by himſelf, 
and can neither ſee other objects nor be ſeen 
of any. The doors of theſe niches are ſe- 
cured by two bolts on the outſide, and lined 
within by iron bars; they are allo glazed; 
but before each is hung a curtain, which is 
drawn back at the Sanctus, and again cloſed 
at the concluding prayer. Five prifoners 
only being admitted at each maſs, it follows 
that no more than ten can aſſiſt at that ce- 
remony in a day. If there be a greater num- 
ber than this in the caſtle, they either do 
not go at all, or go alternately ; becauſe there 
are generally ſome who have a conſtant 
permiſſion, 


By the fide of the chapel, as you deſcend 
near the barrier, is the Tour de la Bertaudiere, 
adjoining to which are apartments for the 
Aid-Major, and other officers. In an angle 
near the barrier ſtands the Tour de la Ba- 
Ziniëre; to arrive at which you croſs a 
ſmall court, having a communication by a 
ſtrong double gate with the Corps de Garde, 
Such is the order in which are conſtructed 
the ſix towers, and other buildings ſurround- 
ing the great court. 


C2 _ Paſſing 


(19-3 
Paſſing through the avenue of the Cour 
de Logis, which ſeparates the two courts, 
you arrive at the Cour du Puits, On en- 
tering this, you perceive at the bottom, on 
the right hand, the Tour du Coin. Between 
this and the Tour du Puits are ſeveral old 
apartments, occupied by the cook, ſcullions, 
&c. &c. as are alſo ſome others for the re- 
ception of priſongrs ; but theſe laſt are rarely 
uſed. The Cour du Puits is only twenty- 
five feet long, and fifty broad; there is a 
well in it for the uſe of the n but as 
poultry | is fed, and ordure diſcharged by the 


cook in this place, it is always naſty, and 
often infectious. 


The outſide front of the caſtle preſents 
four towers towards Paris, and four next 
the Fauxbourg. The tops cf theſe towers 
make a platform connected by terraces, 
| ſtrongly made and kept in perfect order; 
on theſe the priſoners are ſometimes per- 
mitted to walk, but always accompanied 
by a guard. There are thirteen pieces of 
cannon mounted on this platform, which 
are diſcharged on ſolemn occaſions, and on 


days of public rejoicing, 
Gs On 


(7) 

On examining the PLAN annexed, it will 
be obſerved, that the Tour du Puits, which 
ſtands on that fide next to Rue des Tour- 
nelles, is the firſt. Continuing to walk from 
this, on the outſide, you will find, between 
the Tour de la Baziniere and that De la 
Comte, the entrance to the interior part of 
the caſtle; beyond which are the other 
towers that face the Fauxbourg. 


EXPLANATION 4 the PLAN annexed. 


A—The grand Avenue to the Baſtille from 
the Rue St. Antoine. 

 B—Entry, and firſt Draw-bridge. 

C- Hotel du Governement. 

D—Firſt Court. 

E—Avenue leading to the Second Court. 

F—Gates of the Second Court, and Draw- 
bridge. 

G— The different Corps de Gare. 

H— The Great Court within the Towers. 

I—Stair-caſe leading to the Council-hall. 

K—The Council-hall (this building ſepa- 

lates the two interior Courts). 

L—The Leſſer Court. 

M—The Paſlage to the Garden. 

N—A Staircaſe eng to the Garden. 

-The 


(8 ) 
O—The Garden, 
Phe Ditch. 
Q—An Outlet leading to the Garden of the 
Arſenal, 
1. Tour du Puits. 
2. Tour de la Liberte. 
3. Tour de la Bertaudiere, 
* Tour de la Baziniere. 
5. Tour de la Comte, 
6. Tour du Trôſor. 
7. Tour de la Chapelle. 
8. Tour du Coin. 


All the towers are ſecured at the bottom by 
ftrong double doors, with enormous locks and 
bolts. The filthy dungeons beneath exhale 
the moſt offenſive ſtench, and are the common 
abodes of lizards, toads, rats, ſpiders, and al- 
moſt every other ſpecies of vermin (59. Ir 
„ a corner 


(3) It was in theſe dungeons that the tyrannical Lewis 
XI. confined thoſe whoſe miſerable lives he was deſirous 
of prolonging by gradual torture; ſuch was his treatment 
of the princes of Armagnac, who were placed in theſe dun- 
geons, in holes ſunk in the ſtone-work into the forms of 
ſugar-loaves, terminating in points, ſo conſtructed to de- 
prive their feet of reſt, and their wearied and tortured bo- 
dies of all poſſibility of repoſe; from this miſerable ſituation 
they were taken twice aweek—to receive the ſcourge, under 
— N the 


( 19 } 
a corner of each dungeon is placed a camp- 
bed, formed by planks laid acroſs iron bars 
fixed in the wall. It is here they put ſuch 
priſoners as they wiſh to terrify into any 
meaſure, and allow them nothing but a little 
firaw for bed-furniture. Double doors, each 
ſeven inches thick, and faſtened by monſtrous 


bolts, are the entrances to theſe horrid and 
dark dens. 


All the upper apartments are ſecured in the 
ſame manner; there are four, one above ano- 
ther, in each tower, the laſt of which is an 
arched vault, called Ia Calotte, All the inner 
doors are lined with plates of i iron, two or 
three inches thick. 


The apartments are divided into five 
claſſes. 


the inſpection of Philip L'Huillier, then Governor of the 
Baſiille; and at the end of every three months they had one 
or two teeth wrenched from their jaws. The elder of theſe 
princes at length went mad; but the youngeſt was happy 
enough to be delivered from this dreadful incarceration, 
by the death of Lewis XI. and from his Records, dated 
1483, we have obtained theſe facts, which could never 
have been credited, nor even imagined, without ſo poſitive 
an evidence. iſt. de P Ancien Gouvern. de la France, par la 
Comte de Boulainvilliers, Lettre 14. tom. 3. p. 226. 


After 


After the dungeons, the moſt horrible are 
| thoſe containing iron cages (c), which are 


e Le Comte de Budainvilliers, in page 224 of the 
volume already cit:d [See the laſt note (%., ſays, that it 
cannot be poſitively affirmed, that Lewis XI. was the in- 
ventor of the iron cages and dungeons which are found 
in the Bofiile, in the Caſtles of Blois, Bourges, Angers, 
Loches, Tours, and Mont St. Michel. According to Me- 
zerai, the Biſhop of Verdun was the contriver of theſe 
cages. He had conſtructed ſome for the Caſtle of An- 
gers, in which the firſt perſon confined was himſelf, and 
where he remained ten or twelve years. Boulainwilliers 
ſays, p. 225; that he ſaw in the Caſtle Dupleſſis les Tours, 
the iron dungeon wherein the Cardinal de /a Ballue was 
confined about the year 1430, and where, by the orders of 
Lewis XI. he languithed the full term of eleven years. 
The walls, the floor, the gate, and the wicket at which he 
received his food, &c. were formed by ſtrong plates of 
iron, ſecured by maſſy bars of the ſame metal. The laſt- 
mentioned Monarch had two of theſe dungeons conſtructed 
in the Caſtle de Lochen. Ludovico Sforza, Duke of Milan, 
having been made priſoner, April 10, 1500, in a battle 
with Lew:s XII. was conducted into France, and ſhut up 
in one of the iron cages of the Caſtle de Loches, where he 
ended his days. Otfervations Hift. & Crit. relativement à 
Hit. de Charles VIII. dans le Recutil des Memoirer de 
I . des Inſcript. p. 238. in 4to. + 

Lewis XII. himſelf, when Duke of Orleans, was made 
captive in 148 8, at the battle of Sz. Aubin du Cormier, in 
Britainy. After having been led from priſon to priſon, 
be was at length ſliut up in an iron cage in the Caſtle of 
Baurges, during the ſpace of three complete years. 


three 


( 21 } 
three in number. Theſe cages are formed of 
beams, caſed with ſtrong plates of iron; and 
are eight feet high by ſix feet wide, 


The next claſs to theſe, are ler Calotter, 
' which are a degree more tolerable; theſe, the 
higheſt in the towers, are conſtructed of eight 
arcades of free-ſtone, and it is only in the 
middle of the room that it is poſſible to walk; 
between each arcade there is barely room for 
a bed. The windows, being made in walls 
of ten feet thick, and grated both internally 
and externally with iron, are capable of ad- 
mitting very little light. In ſummer the heat 
is intolerable, and the cold in winter; though 
ſtoves are allowed in les Calottes ( d 2 


Almoſt 


d) Le Comte de Boulainvilliers ſays (Letter XIV.) 
that the Baſtille was chiefly appropriated to ſuch pri- 
ſoners as it was determined to deſtroy, either by the 
apparent forms of juſtice, or by the more ſummary pu- 
niſhment of the Oubliettes ; which laſt was much in uſe 
with Triſtan- l' hermite, Previt de I Hotel, and favourite com» 

panion of Lewis XI. This man, of execrable memory, 
was himſelf judge, witneſs, and executioner. It was his 
cuſtom to cauſe thoſe victims whom the King delivered 
into his hands, to paſs over a ſpring-trap, into which they 
fell on F armed with ſpikes and cutting Inftruments z 
D | a milder 


( 22 ) 


Almoſt all the other chambers of the towers 
are octagonal, about fourteen or fifteen feet 
high, and twenty in diameter; the chimnies 
are exceedingly high; and to come at the 
caſements of the rooms, you go up three ſteps. 
The windows in all are double grated with iron 
bars, each as thick as one's arm. The lower 
chambers only look into the ditch; and thoſe 
above have but a ſorry light, on account of 


the thickneſs of the wall, and the 1 
depth of the windows. 


The - molt tolerable | chambets'-are- thiole 
which command a view of the country, of 


a milder fate was allowed to others, who were either 
drowned with a ſtone ſuſpended from their necks, or 
ſtrangled in their dungeons. In this manner did the ty- 

rant aſſaſſinate above four thouſand perſons. { Mexzerai, 
Abrege Chronol. T. 4, & Commines, Liv. 6. Ch. 12.) 
During the ftay I made at the Baſtille (ſays the Count 
de Boulainvilliers) I could not obtain a fight of the 
Chamber des Oubliettes; but I faw in the Chatcan de Ruel, 
which was the pleaſure-houſe of the Cardinal de Richelieu, 
and now belongs to Le Duc d Aiguillon, a cloſet which 
{till retains the name of the Cabinet des Oubliettes, That 
cruel miniſt ers cauſed the perſon whom he meant to ſacri- 
fice to his vengeance to walk into this chamber; wherein 
they had ſcarce fet foot when the floor opened by a ſpring, 
and they periſhed in a profound and horrid abyſs.” 


Paris, 


"4-24 

| Paris, and the Boulevards. For in theſe, 

though the windows are doubly grated, yet 

from the circumſtance of the inner bars hav- 

ing larger interſtices than thoſe on the out- 
fide, a comfortable light is obtained (e). 
_ ” ks. 


{e) The futility of the extreme rigour and caution 
of the French Government is illuſtrated by the follow- 
ing paſſage in the Memoirs of the Cardinal de Retz : 

« The ninth day of my impriſonment, one of my two 
guards named Carpentier, approached me while his 
comrade was aſleep (for I was watched both night and 
day at leaſt by one of the two) and ſlipt a note into 
my hand, which at firſt ſight I knew to come from 
Madame de Pomereu. The note contained only theſe 
words: * Truſt the bearer, and write a line by him.” He 
then gave me a pencil, and a bit of paper, on which I 
only writ that I had reccived the note. Madame de 
| Pomereu had found means to become acquainted with 
the wife of this Carpentier, and had given her five hun- 
dred crowns for this firſt ſervice. The huſband was 
uſed to that ſort of trade, and had not been unſervice- 

able to Mr. de Beaufort in procuring his liberty. He is 
dead himſelf, and ſo are likewiſe his wife and family, 
which gives me room to be the more free. But conſider- 
ing that ſome unforeſeen accident may bring to light 
whatever is ſet down in writing, you muſt give me leave 
to enter into no particulars that relate to the other man- 
ner of correſponding with my friends, which I had be- 
fides this, and in which ſome of the perſons concerned 
are till living. It is enough that I tell you, that not- 
withſtanding the changing of three exempts, and of 


D 2 twenty. 
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( 24 ) 
The. greater part of the rooms have chim- 


nies, the * ſtoves, but in the dungeons are 
| neither. 


twenty-four life-guardmen, who ſucceeded one another, 


during the fifteen months I ſtaid at Vincennes my cor 
reſpondence was never interrupted. 
_ &Treeeived twice a week regularly letters from Madame 
de Pomereu, and from Meſſieurs de Caumartin and 
a Hacgueville, which tended all towards ſeeking out 
means to ſet me at liberty. The ſhorteſt way was to 
eſcape out of my priſon. I made two attempts towards 


it, one of which was ſuggeſted to me by my phyſician, 
who underſtood mathematicks. He took it into his 


head to file off the bar of the grate of a little window 


that was in the chapel where I heard maſs, and to tie 
to the window a ſort of machine, with which I might, 


*tis true, have got down eaſily enough from the 
third ſtory, wherein I was lodged, into the ditch. But 
conſidering that I muſt from thence climb up the 
wall, from whence there was no way afterwards of 


getting down, he quitted that thought, which indeed 


was impracticable, and we ſtuck to another which in all 


Hkelihood would have done, if it had not pleaſed Pro- 
yidence to prevent the execution of it. I had obſerved 
at the time that I was carried upon the platform, that 


there was at the very top of it a cavity, the uſe of which 
I could never gueſs. It was about half filled up, but 
there was room enough left to go down jnto it, and to : 
hide one's ſelf in it. This brought a thought into my 


head, that upon the day that Carpentier was to guard me, 


and while all the reſt of the guards, except his comrade, 
were at dinner, it would be an eaſy matter to make that 


comrade drunk. The man, whoſe name was Tourville, 


"was. 


(8 3 
neither. All the chimnies are ſecured at the 
top and bottom, and in many other parts, by 


iron 
was old, arid a few glaſſes of wine were enough to make 
him dead drunk, as Carpentier had experienced more 
than once. I propoſed to make uſe of that moment to 
£0 upon the platform, and to hide myſelf in the cavity 
Which I have mentioned, with a proviſion of ſome loaves, 
and ſome bottles both of wine and water. Carpentier 
owned that this firſt ſtep was not only poſſible, but even 
eaſy, and what made it the more ſo, was, that the two 
guards who were to relieve his comrade and him, had 
always had the civility not to come into my chamber, 
but ſtay at the door till they thought I was awake; for 
I had uſed myſelf to ſleep in the afternoon, or at leaſt to 
make my guards think ſo. Carpentier was to have tied 
two cords to the window of the gallery, through which 
Mr. de Beaufort had eſcaped, and to have thrown into 
the ditch a woven engine, which Mr. Vacherot had been 
working upon all night long in his chamber, by means 
of which it might have been thought that I had got up 
the wall, which had been made ſince Mr. de Beaufort's 
eſcape. This truſty guard was at the ſame time to have 
given an alarm, as if he had ſeen me paſs into the gal- 
lery, and to have ſhewn his ſword ſtained with blood, 
as if he had wounded me in purſuing me. This alarm 
Would have gathered together the whole guard, who had 
found the cords tied to the window. They would have 
perceived in the ditch the engine I mentioned, ſtained 
_ likewiſe with blood. Eight or ten men on horſeback 
were to have appeared in the wood that ſurrounds Vin- 
cennes, with piſtols in their hands ready to receive me. A 
min with a red calot on his head was to have been ſeen as 
running out of Vincennes, and after having joined _ 
who 


( 26 ) 
iron bars. The greateſt precaution is uſed to 
prevent any communication ; for it was for- 


who were waiting for him, he was to have marched with 
part of them towards Mezieres, while the others would have 
| marched another way. The guns were to have been fired at 
Mezzeres three or four days after, as if I was actually ar- 
rived there. Who would ever have thought that I had 
been in the hole I have mentioned? They would in all 
likelihood have removed the guards from the caſtle of 
Vincennes, and would have left there only the ſoldiers 
that were uſually in it, who had given leave to the in- 
| Habitants of Paris to come in for two-pence a-piece to 
fee the window and the cord I eſcaped by, as they did 
0 thoſe of Mr. de Beaufort. My friends had come thither 
out of curioſity as well as the reſt, they had diſguiſed me 
in a woman's or a monk's habit, or what elſe you pleaſe, 
and I had got away without the leaſt ſuſpicion. I do 
not think that any thing could have rendered the Court 
more ridiculous than my eſcaping in this manner. It was 
ſo extraordinary, that it may appear impoſſible, notwith- 
ſtanding which it was certainly eaſy, and I am fully 
perſuaded that the ſucceſs would have been infallible, 
if one of the guards, whoſe name was PEſcarmouche, 
had not ſpoiled it by mere accident. He was ſent to 
Vincennes in the room of another who fell ſick, and 
being an old hard-hearted and obſerving man, he told 
the exempt, that he did not conceive why he. did not 
cauſe a door to be made at the foot of the little ſtair-caſe. 
that went up to the platform: the door was ſet up there 
the next morning, and ſo my project came to nothing. 
'That ſame P Eſcarmouche told me in a very friendly man- 
ner that ſame evening, that if his ' Majeity was pleaſed 
to order it, he would ſtrangle me.” 
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merly cuſtomary for the priſoners to converſe 
together through the medium of their chim- 
nies, and not unfrequently to chmb to the 
top, with the hopes of accompliſhing an 
eſcape. Each tower is furniſhed with a 
privy, grated in different parts like the chim- 
nies; ſome apartments have this convenience 
within. 


All the chambers are badly finiſhed, and in 
winter extremely damp and cold. Every 
one is numbered, and has its degree of eleva- 
tion, and its right or left ſituation, marked. 
Thus, the ft Bazimere is the firſt chamber 
above the dungeon in the tower of that name; 
then the /econd Baziniere, the third, the fourth ; 
and laſtly, the Calotte Baziniere. In the ſame 
manner the priſoners are diſtinguiſhed by the 
name of their tower and the number of their 
chamber; thus, we have the /econd Bazinere, 


the firſt Bertaudiere, the fourth Comte, the 
third du Trifer, &c. &c. 


The inferior chambers conſiſt merely of 
four bare walls; on which, however, we read 
the names of the 8 who have been 
_ confined there, together with a multitude of 
diſtichs, and other verſes, ſentences, &c.—A 

bed 


( 8 ) 

bed of green ſerge, compoſed of a ſtraw mat- 
treſs and curtains, two tables, two pitchers for 
water, an iron fork, a pewter ſpoon, and a 
drinking-mug of the ſame metal, a copper 
candleſtick, with iron ſnuffers, a pot du cham- 
bre, two or three chairs, and ſometimes an old 
armed chair, make up the common inventory 
of the apartments, which rarely can boaſt the 
poſſeſſion of either poker or tongs. 


Each priſoner is furniſhed with flint, ſteel, 
and tinder, and is allowed a candle every day; 
once a week a broom ; a pair of ſheets every 

fortnight, and four towels a week; and at the 
ſame time that they receive theſe, they return 
the linen that is to be waſhed. 55 


Treble doors are hare ſhut upon every pri- 
ſoner; and the grating of the bolts and bars, 
and clanking of the keys, are truly horrible; 
the priſoners receive their meals from the 
turnkeys, who fetch away the remains, nen 
are their peculiar 8 


The food of the kiten is regulated by a 
book of rates according to their quality. 
Princes are claſſed at fifty livres per day; 
others at thirty, Trendy ten, five, and three 

leres; 


( 29 ) 


livres; the loweſt claſs, as ſervants, &c. is 
rated at two livres, ten ſous. This allowance 


. comprehends waſhing and candle; fire-· wood 
is a ſeparate article 


The kitchen is ſupplied by the Governor's 
ſteward, who has under him a cock, a ſcul- 
| lion, and a man whoſe employment is to cut 

wood for fuel. All the victuals are bad, and 
generally ill-dreſſed: and this is a mine of 
gold to the Governor, whoſe revenue is daily 
augmented by the hard fare of the priſoners 
under his keeping. Beſides theſe profits, 
which are indeed inconceivably great, the 
. Governor receives a hundred and fifty [ores 
a day for fifteen priſon-rooms, at ten Livres 
each, as a ſort of gratification 1 in addition to 


his ſalary; and he often derives other conſi- 
derable emoluments. 


on fleſh days the priſoners have ſoup, with 
boiled meat, &c. for dinner; at night, a ſlice 
of roaſt meat, a ragout, and fallad, The diet 
on faſt days conſiſting, at dinner, of fiſh, and 
two other diſhes; at night, of eggs, with 
greens. The difference in the quality of diet 
is very ſmall between the lowelt rank of pri- 
ſoners, and thoſe who are claſſed at five or ten 

BE livres; 


(-: 36. } 
liures; the table of the latter is furniſhed with 
perhaps half a ſtarved chicken, a pigeon, a 
wild rabbit, or ſome ſmall bird, with a deſ- 


ſert; the portion of each rarely exceeds the 
value of two /ous. 


The e Sunday s dinner conſiſts of ſome bad 
ſoup, a ſlice of a cow, which they call beef, 
and four little pazes ; at night, a ſlice of roaſt 
veal or mutton, or a little plate of haricot, in 
which bare bones and turnips greatly predo- 
minate; to theſe are added a ſallad, the oil to 

which is always rancid. The ſuppers are 
pretty uniformly the ſame on fleſh 1 
Monday. Inſtead of four pites, a haricot.— 
Tueſday. At noon, a ſauſage, half a pig's- 
foot, or a ſmall pork chop. Wedneſday. A 
tart, generally either half-warm, or burnt 8 
Thurſday. Two very thin mutton chops.— 
Friday. Half a ſmall carp, either fried or 
ſtewed, a ſtinking haddock or cod, with but- 
ter and muſtard; to which are added greens 
or eggs; at ſupper, eggs, with ſpinage, mixed 
up with milk and water. — Saturday. The 


ſame. And this perpetual rotation re-com- 
mences on Sunday. 


The 


3 


On the three holy days, Sr. Louis, St. Martin, 

and Twelfth Day, every priſoner has an addi- 
tion made to his allowance, of half a roaſted 
chicken, or a pigeon. On Holy Monday, his 
dinner 1s accompanied by a tart extraor- 
dinary. 


Each priſoner has an allowance of a pound 
of bread and a bottle of wine per day; but the 
wine is generally flat and good for nothing. 
The deſſert conſiſts of an apple, a biſcuit, a few 
almonds and raiſins, ſome cherries, gooſeber- 
ries, or plumbs ; theſe are commonly ſerved 
in pewter, though ſometimes they are fa- 
voured with earthen diſhes and a ſilver ſpoon 
and fork. —If any one complains of receiving 
bad proviſions, a partial amendment may take 
place for a few days, but the complainant is 
ſure to meet with ſome unpleaſant effects of 
reſentment. There is no cook's ſhop in the 
kingdom, where you may not get a better 
dinner for twelve ſous, than what are ſerved 
in the Bgſtille. The cookery, in ſhort, is 
wretchedly bad, the ſoup taſteleſs, and the 
meat of the worſt quality, and ill-drefſed, All 
this muſt inevitably operate to the injury of 
the health of the priſoners ; and, added to 
£2. other 
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other grievances, excites frequent impreca- 
tions of vengeance from Heaven. 


The officers of 7 Etat-Major have nothing 
to do with the economy of the kitchen, 
which department belongs to the Governor 


only, who ſometimes will allow a priſoner 


permiſſion to ſend into the city for proviſions; 
but in this caſe it is ſure to come very dear to 
his hands. 


The common winter allowance of fire- 


wood to edch priſoner, is five long pieces A 
day; but ſuch as have any kind of recom- 


mendation to the favour of the Governor, are 
ſupplied with this article as frequently as they 


pleaſe to apply for it. Many of theſe are 


likewiſe allowed to have attendants, whoſe 
cuſtomary pay is twenty ſous each per day, 


beſides their victuals. 


The whole eight towers are under the care 


of four Fort cles, or turnkeys, only; who 


derived the name of Port-clefs from their 


having no leſs than five keys to every ſingle 
| chamber. The general bunch of keys to all 


the 


2 
che apartments in a tower (as may be ima- 
gined) have an enormous appearance. 


During meal-times, while the victuals are 
being carried in, an armed ſentinel is placed 
at the bottom of every tower; and during the 
performance of Maſs a Kiel is alſo placed 
at the door of the chapel, who comes on 
guard immediately after the priſoners have 


entered, and goes off juſt before they return 
from the chapel. 


L Etat-Major confift of the Governor, 
whoſe place, beſides other appointments at 
courts, 18 worth above forty thouſand livres; a 
Lieutenant de Roi, whoſe appointment is ſixty 

thouſand livres, and it is computed that he 
| makes five thouſand more; a Major, four 
thouſand /ivres; an Aid-Major, fifteen hun- 
dred; and a Surgeon at twelve hundred Iivres: 
The latter of theſe acquires a very great profit 
on the medicines which are furniſhed by him, 
and which are all paid for by the King. The 
Phyſician has no reſidence in the Baſtille, but 


has apartments allotted to him in the Chateau 
des Thuilleries, 


The 
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The preſent ceconomy of the Baſtille has 
not had place above thirty years. Formerly, 
the Governor and Lieutenant du Roi were 
the only officers appointed by the King; 


the reſt was nominated by the Governor, 


and were by him diſcharged at pleaſure. 
There was alſo a body of citizens, called the 
Independent Company of Archers, and who 


were paid by the Governor to mount guard 


at the Caſtle. M. d' Argenſon ſubſtituted in 
the place of theſe an Etatz-Major, with a com- 


pany of Invalids, conſiſting of an hundred N 
men, under the command of two Captains 
and a Lieutenant. The private men are fur- 


niſhed with clothes, linen, ſhoes, ſalt, candle, | 


and wood; and their pay is ten ſous per day. 


The duty is hard; and the ſoldiers are never 
{ſuffered to ſleep out of the place without ſpe- 


cial leave from the Governor; this, however, 


is often obtained; the others doing duty for 


the abſent, who remit to them in return a 


moiety of their pay. 


No officer, in like manner, can dine out 


without leave; nor ſleep away from the Caſ- 


tle, but by permit from the Miniſter, 


In 


1 
Ws the day-time, beſides the kive ſentinels 
poſted at the different inner gates, there is 
alſo one at the outſide of the grand entrance 


to the Baſtille, whoſe buſineſs is, to keep at 
a diſtance all idle gazers ON the building. 


The Major officiates as ſecretary, and all 
communications go through his hands. Every 
month he adjuſts his accounts, copies of 
which he tranſmits to the miniſter in whoſe 
department the city of Paris lies, to the 
Controller-General of the Finances, and to 
the Lieutenant General of the Police. Theſe 
accounts preſent at one view the number 
and names of the priſoners, with a ſtatement 
of the expences. This officer receives his 
money from the Controller-General, and im- 
mediately makes his payments. The annual 
general expence amounts to more than an 
hundred thouſand /vres. 


The Caſtile is ſurrounded by a ditch about 
a hundred and twenty feet wide. This ditch 
is always dry, except in the event of an over- 
flow from the Seine, or after very heavy 
rains. On the outſide of the ditch is a wall 
_ lixty feet high, the top of which is a wooden 


gallery 
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gallery with balluſtrades, continued round 


the ditch, fronting the caſtle, and is called 
The Rounds, Two flights of ſteps, one to 


the right, the other on the left, lead to theſe 


Rounds, and ſentinels are poſted here day 
and night, who walk to and fro continually 
to prevent any attempts at cſcape ; at night 


the ſentinels are increaſed to four at a time. 


The officersand ſerjeants go their rounds every 
quarter of an hour, and by the gui vive diſ- 


cover whether the fentinels are vigilant or 
otherwiſe. Each ſentinel has delivered to 


him certain pieces of copper, numbered and 
pierced with holes; theſe pieces they are at 
proper intervals to put on the point of an 
inſtrument fixed for that purpoſe, whoſe baſe 


ſtands at the bottom of a padlocked box. 


This box is carried every morning to the 
Etat-Major, before whom it is opened by the 
officers, who carefully examine the order of 


the pieces, and they form their judgment of 


the diligence or inattention of the Rounds. 
At the ſame time, they render an account to 


the Lieutenant % Roi and the Major of any 


occurrence that may have happened in the 


night; and all that has paſſed is faithfully 


tranſcribed from their report. 


A bell 


| (37) 

A bell is rung within the Caſtle every hour 
by the ſentinel, to give notice that he is on 
duty ; beſides this, another bell is rung every 
quarter of an hour in the night upon the 
Rounds outſide the priſon. The guard is 
mounted at eleven o'clock in the morning, 
and goes off at nine in the winter evenings, 
and ten in the ſummer. - The bridges are 
drawn up between ten and eleven o'clock at 
night; but every thing is thrown open (at 
whatever hour it may be) on receiving or- 
ders from the King. 


The principal chaplain of the Baſtille is 
appointed with a falary of twelve hundred 
livres. He performs maſs at nine in the 
morning. There are alſo two under-chap- 
lains, who have only four hundred livres 
each ; but theſe never officiate except on Sun- 
days and Holidays, when one maſs is per- 
formed at ten o'clock in the morning, and 
another between twelve and one at noon. 
The latter is properly the Governor's maſs, 
as no priſoners are admitted to it but ſuch as 
have particular privileges. Belide theſe chap- 
lains there is a confeſſor, whoſe appointment 
is nine hundred livres per annum. The ſu- 
perannuated domeſtics retire on penſions. 
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This Caſtle has ſeparate apartments for 


forty priſoners. There are at preſent * four 
whoſe confinement is to be for life; and theſe 


are all, in ſome degree, deprived of their 
ſenſes. One of them has been in ever ſince 


the affair of Damiens in 1757. 


' Onthe outſide of the Caſtle towards the Fanx- | 


 bourg Saint Antoine, there is a large baſtion | 
detached from the body of the principal 


building ; this was formerly one of the Bowle- 


vars, and formed an entrance into the city 
of Paris. It is now converted into a garden 
and planted with trees. The gate which 
leads to this, ſtands between the Tour de 
Treſor and Tour de la Comte. 


On the left ſide of the Baſtille is the gate 
St. Antoine, This gate is flanked by a baſtion 
parallel to that laſt deſcribed, which ſerves as 
a garden to the Caſtle. 


The Lieutenant de Police of Paris is a de- 
puty of the miniſter to whoſe department 


the Baſlille belongs, and has under him an 


* The French copy we uſe is dated 1774. 


officer 
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officer, whoſe title is Commiſſary of the 
Baſtille, and who has a fixed ſalary for per- 
forming what are called the Inſtruclions; and 
beyond this duty he has no power, as he is 
never to act but by eſpecial orders. Hence 


the whole government of this C altle appears 
to be e 


On the arrival of a priſoner in the Baſfille 
an inventory is taken of his effects; his box, 
clothes, linen, and pockets, are examined to 
diſcover whether he has about him any papers 
relative to the object of his detention. With 
perſons of rank this cuſtom is not rigidly ob- 
ſerved; they do not ſearch them, but only 
requeſt them to ſurrender their knives, razors, 
ſciſſars, watch, canes, jewels, and money. 
After this ceremony, the priſoner is con- 
ducted to an apartment, where three doors 
are cloſed upon him. Such as have no ſer- 
vant muſt make their own bed, ſire, &c. &c. 
They dine at eleven and ſup at fix o'clock, 


For ſome time after their firſt admiſſion, 
they are allowed neither books, ink, nor paper, 
nor to attend maſs, nor to walk out, as the 
other priſoners do. They are not permitted 
to write to any one, not even to the Lieu- 


F 2 tenant 
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tenant de Police, upon whom every thing 
depends, and whoſe permiſſion muſt be aſked 
through the medium of the Major, who is 
commonly ready enough to undertake it. 
They attend maſs only every other Sunday. 
When they obtain permiſſion to write to the 
Lieutenant de Police, they may aſk to corre- 
ſpond with their family, and to have a ſervant 
or nurſe with them. In granting or refuſing 
leave, he is governed by the circumſtances of 
their commitment. But nothing is to be ob- | 
_ tained through any other channel. 


The officers of Etat Major take upon 
them the conveyance of the priſoners letters 
to the Lieutenant de Police; they are carried 
to them at noon and at night, and are diſ- 
' patched at any hour deſired by an expreſs, 
who is paid” by the priſoner. The anſwers 
are always addreſſed to the Major, who com- 
municates them to the party, If the perſons 
written to have omitted to anſwer any par- 
ticular part of the priſoner's letter, he may 
generally take it for granted that they have 
not been allowed to anſwer it. Such perſons 
as have been refuſed permiſſion to have their 
own ſervants, are commonly attended by 
one of the invalids, who, beſides waiting on 
him 
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him always ſleeps with him; and it is neceſ- 
ſary to be very guarded in what he ſays before 
this man, as well as before the turnkey, as 
every word ſpoken is carefully ſtored up in 
the memory, and reported to the officers, who 
again communicate it to the Police. It is 
thus they gain a knowledge of the priſoners 
diſpoſitions, for every thing in this Caſtle is 
conducted by art, obſcurity, and device; and 
the cuſtom is not unfrequent, among the at- 
tendants, turnkeys, &c. to draw by ſtudied 
artifices from the priſoner, ſome diſreſpectful 
expreſſions of the government, and after- 


wards to give up an account of all that he 
has ſaid. 


The priſoners ofien W the re- delivery 
of their books, watches, knives, ſciſſars, ink, 
and paper; and may aſk to ſee the Lieu- 
tenant de Police when he comes to the B 
tille; who ſometimes ſends for them ſome 
days after their admiſſion; at others, he viſits 
them in their own chambers, particularly the 
ladies. 


At this viſit the converſation always turns 
on the ſubject of their detention; and ſome- 
times he will endeavour to draw them in to 
deliver 
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deliver to him a written declaration, ſigned by 

themſelves. As great circumſpection is ne- 

ceſſary in this converſation as if the priſoner 
were anſwering to formal interrogatories; for 
not a word is either written or ſpoken but F 
what 1s reported. elſewhere. 


No favour is to be obtained of the Lieu- 
tenant de Police but through the Major; and 
when the priſoner writes to that officer, he 
muſt deliver the letters to the turnkeys. The 
moſt trifling convenience cannot be obtained 
without his leave, not even the liberty of 
ſhaving, which operation 1s performed by the 
ſurgeon ; and it 1s by this officer that they are 
furniſhed, when indiſpoſed, with ſugar, cof- 
fee, tea, chocolate, ſweetmeats, and the ne- 

ceſſary drugs. 


In the morning they are allowed to walk 
an hour for air, and the ſame time is 
allotted for that purpoſe in the evening, in 
the great court. 


A priſoner may be interrogated in the 
Council-Hall in a week after his commitment; 
but it often happens, that they are confined 
many weeks before this takes place. Some- 

5 times 
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times he has notice given him of the day; 
but it is much more frequently the practice 
to keep them ignorant of it till the very mo- 
ment when they are brought up to the Hall. 
The Commiſſion, or Council, is compoſed of 
the Lieutenant Je Police, a Counſellor of 
State, a Maitre de Requetes, and a Counſel- 
lor or Commiſſary du Chatelet. When the 
Lieutenant de Police does not mean to inter- 
rogate them of himſelf, he ſeldom comes into 
the Court till the whole is near finiſhed. 


The Commiſſaries are mere men of ſtraw, 
having no authority; but they make it their 
| buſineſs to endeavour by all poſſible means to 
terrify the priſoner by threats, or entrap him 
by the meaneſt artifices, to make a confeſſion. 
They create imaginary proofs, and ſhew 
him papers which they poſitively aſſert con- 
tain matter for conviction, but which they 
never allow him to read. Their interroga- 
tories are always vague; they turn chiefly 
upon the private words and actions of the 
priſoner, which, as has been before obſerved, 
were clandeſtinely carried away and reported; 
but it is not uncommon to gratify any per- 
Tonal ſpleen they may have againſtthe priſoner's 

friends 


"" 
friends or relations, by remarking on imagi- 
nary impropriety in their conduct. 


It is uſual with thoſe who interrogate a 
priſoner, to tell him beforehand, that his fate 
is at that moment in his own power; that if he 
will frankly declare all he knows, they are 
_ authoriſed to promiſe him a ſpeedy liberation; 
but, that if he obſtinately refuſes to do this, 
they muſt deliver him over to a ſpecial Com- 

miſſion, who have in their poſſeſſion proofs 
the moſt incontrovertible, and witneſſes that 
muſt be decifive in operating his deſtruction; 
that his accomplices have made a complete 

_ confeſſion ; that the Government, as he well 
knows, has ſecret reſources for diſcovery, 
which prevent the poſhbility of any thing 
being long concealed, &c. &c. By an infi- 
nity of intricate interrogatories they perplex 
and fatigue the priſoner, with whom, in 
ſhort, according to what they diſcover of his 
diſpolition or capacity, they employ pro- 
miſes, careſſes, or threats; and frequently 
are they treated with a barbarous inſolence 
characteriſtic of the tyranny of which wats 
are the execrable inſtruments. 


If 


TS + 


If the priſoner i is betrayed into a confeſ. 
ſion, they immediately inform him, that 
though their power does not extend abſo- 
lutely to ſet him at liberty, yet, that they 
have the greateſt hopes of obtaining orders 
for that purpoſe, which they ſhall not fail 
warmly to ſolicit, &c. &c. The confeſſion 
of the priſoner, however, far from operating 
his liberation, is ſure to induce new interro- 
gatories, to rivet till faſter his own ſhackles, 
and moſt likely to endanger ſome of his 
friends or relations, at the ſame time that it 
increaſes his OWN miſery ve" new acts of 
rigour. 


In certain caſes the Iſtructions are made up 
by the Commiſſaries of Parliament, who 
never enter the walls of the Baſtille, but hold 
their meetings at the Hotel de Gouvernement, or 
at the Arſenal. The diſtinction made by the Mi- 
niſter between theſe perſons and the members of 
the Council or di Chatelet, is, that the latter are 
Royaliſte, the former Parliamentarians, who 
are not allowed to ſet foot within the Caſtle. 


The priſoners never receive any viſits from 
the city till after their final examination; and 


to obtain this favour, even then, the moſt in- 
G ceſſant 


$ 
_- 
- 
— 
4 
2 
— 


F 
i 
” * 
\ 
= - 

4 : 
p 4 
* K 5 
. Re. 44} 
. . 

q p 
1 1 
_= - * 5 

1 

8 14 
' 3 
+ (8:6 

& „ 

2 
4 
5 * 

$ 93 

3 T4 = 
F }K- 

N Ls 
. +; 
p 1 
2 15 

17 

1 of 

k 2 : »% 

2 I 3 
* 

1 

- $I 

-.% I 

3 } 

1 

„ 

—Y. 

=. 7: 

2 $4 

F- 

. " 

i} \£ f 

3 11 

q 4 1 

* ; 

77 1 q 

I . 

9 

-3& + 
- 

4 

24 4 

7 

J-: BE. 

SS: 
1 

I 
=: v 

4 

1 

* 9 

TY 
4 | 
1 7 
[> 
N * 

* . 

mY 

* 4 
4 \ 
* i 
Ll I 
1 
1 
IS. *4 
* 
9 & 

. : 

f i 
1 
25 1 7 
* 1 

1 

13 

. 

+ 
K 2 
F- 

4 
1 . 

© 1 

2 * 

a 
* 

- i : 
. + 
be 0 
by A! 
— 4 
: 

03 
* N 
44 
Z 
„ 
F 4 

| 

1 
55 
* 

| 1 
bs oof 
LY) 
8 
* 
1 
1 


* - a My = a 
4 * 9 8 7 - * 1 * * * ** 2 — - 
* — p - * — * — - 3 . 2 — wes 4 * * CRE — 3 1 1 8 
2 * 5 * 4 * 3 * PEER 5 <sr 27 b - F 1 5 * JA - — = « Rs — 
; - 8 * 1 7 a * — 1289 K * 5 — 2 too — 1 — — 82 N «Sy, <1 * 75 4 - 
2 þ >=, * 5 282 1 . 2 
N 2 I mm * r — - 6 4 os Then bs 42247 Df 4 — — — I : —— at 2 e = 
— I 8 : "I — — Wy 4 N * 3 _ ; —— — . A . 2 1 : : - ——_— *. ** > « 
: : - a * r mu 3 Sx — 2 as „ N 6 ASS 4 eq ow "> Ks : « — — 0 — 8 N r ; 77 ?: 
— r nr 5 . „ — r 5 . 7 aw” = . 1 i TAFT = e 2 a 3 vu "+ _— r * 2 eee e 
— . Gs, — 1 > 3 * 8 3 — * - F. 2 3 dhe — — * _ Ls <s Sala denotes 6-6 _— - 2 < G - . 3 8 * - , 5 „ 2 nn 2 « 
o er © See n * 5 . — ww . * > l l PG ey 8 9 * 33 N W "4 * we rk 7 A 3 3 a, s + 1 5 — 
5 a 1 2 — * 4 . : > * * * n — 2 — a: * wn r 2 __— 4 * * > ny 222 I +, * 1 jt — — *. " 
. x . - ——— ; — , 5 1 r 8 : > F C — by * , BS. . * Furs hd. | * > > — 4 N uy = 4 9 ” 
8 n = —— r L =. 32 _ be.” 2 — — wn P „ a ICE. aw r — ee ps * „ — ts 
8 _— — * 1 a * 8 © * 4 * os F * * em ow” 3 2 arg — | 
* — r . k 1 © * +; 1 . * K as" as Ld * ö - * : 
Fr Edd x," * ? ; Cos: wm, Wa FO BEE WF" * bo - 3 wy - n n N - 
" REM WOES 5 ew 9 on 5 * | ; 
4 — 2 N — + wy * * , - V 7 wt hrs * 2 1 4 : , 
2 2 — = : - 4 * EF? - 2 k N ” 
vet — — i * 
— * * 
7 46 
* < 
: _ 
* 


( 46 ) 


ceſſant perſeverance in requeſt, joined to the 


preſſing ſolicitations of powerful friends with- 
out, are eſſentially neceſſary. 


Permiſſion may be obtained for prolonging 
the time commonly allowed for taking the air, 
or for taking that air upon the towers, in 
the garden, or other unaccuſtomed places, to 
read the news-papers, to join their acquaint- 
ance (if there be any in the place), or to eat 
or walk together; but for this it is indiſpen- 
{ably neceſſary to write to the Lieutenant de 


| Police and the Governor. Several perſons 


concerned in the affair of Canada were al- 
lowed the privilege of being frequently to- 


gether. When they walk out for air, they 


are always accompanied by ſome ſubaltern 
officer of the Invalids. Thoſe of high rank 


indeed are generally attended by Etat Major. 
In the winter they are often invited into the 
Hall, where they are allowed to ſit for a 
conſiderable time together, and occaſionally 


are viſited in their own apartments. The 


Governor himſelf ſometimes condeſcends ſo | 


far, to priſoners particularly recommended to 
his notice. But it never can be too often re- 


peated, that the utmoſt circumſpection muſt 


(9) 


be uſed on the part of the priſoner ir in eonver- 
ſation with theſe officers. 


The greateſt precautions are taken that no 

other priſoners ſhall be met with or ſeen by 
ſtrangers who may have been admitted to 

viſit their own particular acquaintance. If a 
priſoner is obſerved out in the Court, while 
a party with a ſtranger 1 in company is walk 
ing, he is hurried immediately into one of 
the little cloſets which are conſtructed even 
with the Court-yard, where he is obliged to 
remain till the ſtrangers arg gone away. 
When in their chambers, they are always 
under lock and key, and theſe are never 
opened but when they go to maſs, to viſit, 
or to walk, and on their return are imme- 


Gtatcly re-faſtened. 


One priſoner cannot viſit another without 
addreſſing a note to the Major, for leave from 
the Lieutenant de Police; wherein the num- 

ber and duration of viſits are always to be 
particularly ſpecified; and theſe cannot be 
made after all, but in the preſence of ſome 
of the officers or turnkeys, which check is 
ſure to render all converſation unintereſting ; 
and there is beſides, this remarkable order 

| G 2 wn obſerved, 


& 


obſerved, that the viſited is on one fide of 
the room, the viſiter on another, and the 
officer attending in the middle ; this 1s an in- 
variable rule, and on no account to be diſ- 
penſed with; and all diſcourſe on the ſubject 
of their impriſonment, or that has the moſt 
diſtant relation thereto, is ſtrictly prohibited. 


It is very rarely permitted to a priſoner to 
receive a viſit without an attending witneſs, 
The officers of /' Etat Major are entirely ſub- 
ordinate, and do not poſſeſs power to grant 
the moſt trifling conceſſions, without firſt ap- 
plying for an expreſs order from the Miniſter. 
A written report is made every day by the 
Major to the Lieutenant de Police, of the 
condition of the priſoners, the viſiters they 
have received, and of all that has paſſed of 
importance in the Caſtle. 


Although the regulations in this priſon are 
very ſtrict, yet there are occaſional exceptions 
made in favour of perſons having particular 
recommendations, &c. &c. for the firſt 
principle in the economy of the Baſtille is 
arbitrary will ; and hence it often happens, 
that different perſons, committed for the very 
ſame crime, meet with a quite contrary mode 


of 


1 


of treatment, according as they or their friends 
have intereſt. 1 


Here is a library, founded by a foreign 
priſoner, who died in the Baffille at the be- 
ginning of the preſent century. Some pri- 
ſoners obtain permiſſion to have occaiional 
acceſs to this place, and to read there; others 
have the books brought to them in their 
apartments, OE 


It is very much the practice with the at- 
tendants, &c. to utter abominable falſities 
under the affectation of ſympathy, and to 
endeavour to perſuade the priſoners how 
much they are intereſted in their welfare. 
The following are cuſtomary expreſſions of 
this nature: © How truly unfortunate it is, 
© that the King ſhould be ſo prejudiced 
4 againſt you! his Majeſty cannot hear your 
name pronounced without being incenſed. 
The affair for which you was deprived of 
your liberty, was a mere pretext, to gratify 
ſome ſpite which your enemies have had 
againſt you: Would to heaven thoſe ene- 
mies were not ſo powerful! &c. &c.— 
Such are the uſual tones of conſolation. 
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It is entirely uſeleſs for a priſoner to requeſt 
permiſſion to write to the — for it 1s 
never complied with. 


After all, the moſt intolerable torment of 
this cruel and deteſted Inquiſition conſiſts in 
the perpetual repetition of vague, falſe, and 
equivocal promiſes, and the inexhauſtible 
fources of fancied hopes, which they are en- 
couraged to entertain of approaching liberty; 


of theſe far-fetched conjectures and fruitleſs 
ezhortztions to patience, the Lieutenant de 


Palice and e other officers are extremely Pro- 


To obviate as much as poſſible the odium 
of their barbarities, and to abate the zeal of 
relations or friends, who may be anxiouſly 
employing themſelves in interceding for the 


releaſe of priſoners, the officers often propa- 


gate the moſt abſurd and inconſiſtent calum- 
nies, diſguiſing the true cauſe of their deten- 


tion, and concealing the real obſtacles to their 


liberation. The reſources for carrying on 
this deception are inexhauſtible. 


There is in the Baſtille a ſpacious room, 
in which are placed a number of large 
cupboards, divided in the inſide into draw- 
ers 


1 


ers and ſquare departments, numbered to 
correſpond with thoſe on the apartments 
of the Caſtle; and in the diviſion, an- 
ſwering to the number of his chamber, are 
all the effects of each priſoner depoſited. 


| Every mer, on his arrival, fot down, 
in a book kept for that purpoſe, his name 

and quality ; the number of the apartment 
defigned for him, and an inventory of his ef- 
fects, which are depoſited in the cloſets, are 
alſo recorded in this book, which is after- 
wards preſented to him for his ſignature. 


In like manner, at the departure of a pri- 
ſoner from the HBaſtille, a book is produced, 
containing preſcribed forms of oaths, pro- 
teſtations of ſubmiſſion, reſpect, fidelity, love 
and gratitude to the King; of aſſurances that 
he is convinced his diſgrace and confinement 

aroſe merely from a miſunderſtanding, &c. 
of acknowledgements to his Majeſty for not 

delivering him over to the Commiſſuires Ex- 
traordinaires; of promiſes never to reveal any 
thing of what he has ſcen or heard during 
his ſtay in the Baſtille. This lift, which 
every one at his departure mult ſign with his 
name, title, &c. contains alſo receipts for 
the 
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the return of his jewels, money, and other 
effects. vY 

A third book is kept, containing the names 
of all the priſoners, with an account of the 
expences of each; a copy of which is tranſ- 
mitted every month for the inſpection of the 
Miniſter. 


The daily regiſter of expences is only for 
the inſpection of the Governor and his 
Steward, who has the management of the 
kitchen. The Major has nothing to do with 

it. ; 


But there is ſtill a fourth book of wonder- 
ful magnitude, an immenſe folio, or rather a 
number of quires ftitched together, which 
augment daily; and theſe are contained in a 
very large Morocco port-folio, having a lock 
and key, and which 1s kept in a ftrong dou- 

ble box. Theſe ſheets are divided into co- 
lumns, each of which has a printed head as 


follows: 


1ſt Col. Names and quality of the priſoners. 
2d Col. The dates of their arrival at the 


Caſtle. 
3d Col. 


1 


zd Col. Names of the Secritaries of State 
2050 d iſpatched the orders for 
their admiſſion. 


4th Col. Dates of the enlargement of the pri: 


„ 
5th Col. Names of the Secretaries of State 
by whom were ſigned the orders 
2 22004, 11.7: (%!L0éU -- 
6th Col. Cauſes of the detention of pri foners. 
7th Col. Obfervations and Remarks. 


Of theſe, the ſixth Column is filled up by 


the Major from hints which he has received 


and the Lieutenant de Police gives him ſuch 


inſtructions as he pleaſes, and whenever he 


pleaſes. The ſeventh and laſt columns con- 


tain a kind of hiſtory of the expreſſions, ac- 
tions, diſpoſition, life, morals, and end of 
the priſoners. 


Theſe laſt two columns are a ſort of ſecret. 
memoirs, whoſe fidelity and truth depend on 


the right or wrong judgment, good or ill will 
of the Major and Commiſſaire du Roi. Many 


priſoners are not mentioned at ail in theſe 


two columns. 


1 | This 
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This book is the invention of the Sieur 
Chevalier, Major actuel, to whom it was given 


in charge to write the hiſtory of the Baſtille 


from its firſt foundation; and this he per- 
formed, beginning it as far back as the records 


would furniſh materials. When a ſheet is 


filled, it is immediately added to this book, | 


for the information ob poſterity; and a keeper 


of the archives is appointed. 


Beſide the matters laſt ſpoken of, a regiſter 


s kept of all the orders ever given or ad- 
dreſſed to the Governor of the Baſtille, all 


the letters of the Miniſter, and from the 
Police; theſe are preſerved with particular 
attention, and can at any time be readily re- 


ferred to, when required. 


As ſoon as a priſoner arrives at the Caſtle, 
a notice to that effect is diſpatched by the 


Major to the Miniſter and to the Commiſſaire 


au Roi. In many caſes, the Major is apprized 
beforehand that fuch and ſuch perfons will 
be ſoon committed to his care; and it now 
and then happens that a letter from the Com- 
miſſaire du Roi delivers a priſoner by antici- 
pation, ſome tune before the King's order ar- 


rives; 
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rives; when which laſt is received, the Major 
carefully returns the prior letter. 


When a priſoner of any note becomes dan- 
gerodufly ill, and they have good reaſon to ex- 
pe& he will not recover, they never fail to 
ſet him at liberty; as it is particularly un- 
pleaſing to the Miniſter to have any one who 
has powerful friends die in the Baſfille*. 


If a priſoner does die here, he is carried 
away and buried in the pariſ of Saint Paul, 
under the character of a ſervant; and this falſe 
repreſentation is inſerted in the regiſter, to 
miſlead poſterity. There is, however, another 
regiſter, containing the true names, &c. of 
the deceaſed; but it is very difficult to obtain 
a ſight of this for the purpoſe of an extract; 
the Commiſſary of the Baſtille muſt firſt be 
informed to what uſe a family applying 
means to put the extract. 


There is alſo in the Caſtle a vaſt magazine, 
called Le Dep#t, into which are put all ſuch 
books as have been ſeized and prohibited from 
being fold. 


* Tt ſometimes happens that priſoners die in the Baſtilli 
by ſecret means; but the inſtances are rare. 
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When the Commiſſaire du Roi ( Lieutenant 
de Police) or any Miniſter enters the Baftille, 
the guards are formed into ranks to ſalute 
them as they paſs, and the great gates are 
thrown open. The ſame ceremony is ob- 
ſerved towards the Marechals of France. 
Theſe laſt only are allowed to enter the 
Baſlille wearing a ſword ; though Dukes and 
Peers have claimed a right to the ſame privi- 
lege, as we are informed by Le Memoire des 
Pref dens a Mortier du Parlement de Paris, 
preſented to the Duke of Orleans, Regent of 
the kingdom, in 1717. 


No carriage 1s calfered to come within the 
| Caſtle, except ſuch as bring the priſoners thi- 
ther, or are ſent for to remove them to ſome 
other caſtle or priſon. 


M. de Renneville (), who was confined 
in the Baſtille eleven years and one month, 
candied 


Kenẽ-Auguſte Conſtantin de Renneville (the youngeſt 
of twelve brothers, who were all in the army, and of whom 
ſeven were ſlain in the ſervice of their country) was born 
at Caen. His family was of diſtinCtion, and originally of 
the province of Anjou. After having ſerved ſome time 
as an ofhcer, he was charged with negotiations of great 

Importance 


(HS) 
regained his liberty on the 16th June 171 3, 


and withdrew to England, where he com- 
poſed two volumes, entitled, 2 Inqu iſt tion 


Francoiſe; ou, Hiſtoire de la Baſtille, and dedi- 
cated his work to King George I. Theſe 


two volumes were printed in 12mo. at Am- 


 feerdam, by Etienne Roger, in 1715, and 


tranſlated into Engliſh and Dutch. This 
intereſting performance 18 now extremely 
ſcarce. It contains a hiſtory of the different 


importance at ſeveral foreign courts. On his return to 
France, he was made principal Secretary to M. de Cha- 
millard. Some ſecret enemies, however, diffuſed among 
the Miniſters reports injurious to his character, and he 
| was thrown into the Baſtille. Though no ſpecific charge 
was ever brought againſt him, he was notwithſtanding 


detained there during a ſpace of eleven years and one 
P y 


month (from the 16th May 1702, to the 16th Fime 1713). 
He aſſures us, that he never could diſcover the cauſe of his 
impriſonment. On his arrival at the Caſtle, he was ſhut 
up in the firſt chamber of the Tour du Coin, where in for- 
mer days Henry de Montmorency, Duke of Luxembourg, the 

Marechals de Biron and Bofſompiere had been confined, 
It was in this fame chamber that M. le Moiire de Saci 


(committed to the Baſtille 14th May 1666, and detained 


there two years) compoſed the greateſt part of his verſion 


of the Bible. M. de Renneville cultivated Poetry and the 
Helles Lettres; and his hiſtory abounds with paſſages which 


the beſt Poets of his time would not have been aſhamed 
to acknowledge. 


priſoners - 
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priſoners whom M. de Renneville had an 
opportunity of being acquainted with during 
his long abode in the Caſtle. His deſerip- 
tions of the various parts of 'the building 


are exactly conformable with what the reader 


has juſt peruſed: but the interior management 


of this horrid Inquiſition is greatly altered 


ſince the beginning of the preſent century, 


ANECDOTES. 
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ANECDOTES. 


* 
I. 


HARLES de Gontault, Duc ae Biron, 
Peer, Admiral, and Marechal of France, 
and Governor of the Port of Breſt, at a time 
when he was loaded with favours by Henry 
IV. entered into a correſpondence with the 
Spaniards and the Duke of Savoy, at that 
time the profeſſed enemies of the nation, who 
flattered him with hopes of obtaining at their 
hands the ſovereignty of the Duchy of Bur- 
gundy, and that of Franche-Comte, as a por- 
tion with a daughter either of the King of 
Spain or of the Duke of Savoy, whom they 
promiſed to give him in marriage. Henry IV. 
having diſcovered the plot, immediately taxed 
Biron with it, who denied the crime with un- 
conquerable audacity. The Parliament of 
Paris 


66 


Paris gave orders for his trial. He was found 
guilty of the crime of high treaſon againſt 
his King and Country, and condemned to 
loſe his head, by an Arret of the 29th Fuly 
1602 ; which ſentence was executed on the 
31ſt of the ſame month, in the interior court 
of the Baſtille, The iron hooks which were 
uſed in the ſcaffold on that occaſion, are yet 

to be ſeen in the walls; for it was erected in 
fuch a manner, that he came on foot from his 
own chamber ſtrait to the block. He was 
not above 40 years of age at the time of his 
decollation. His body was interred in the 
pariſh of S/. Paul. There ftill remain ma- 
nuſcript copies of the proceſs againſt Charles 
de Gontault, Duc ae Biron, in the Royal Li- 
brary, and in thoſe of $7. Germain des Pres, 
and of Paris. 


II. 


Francis de Baſſompiere, Marechal of France, 
born April 2, 1579, was remarked for his ex- 
emplary conduct, and particularly for his 
courage. His great reputation gave offence 
to the Miniſter, Cardinal de Richelieu, who 
contrived to have him ſhut up in the Baſtille 
on the 25th February 1631, Baſſompiere did 

not 
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not regain his liberty till the death of his per- 
ſecutor, about twelve years afterwards, on the 
Igth January 1643. He compoſed ſome 
memoirs in his confinement, and died in 
L049 
> Wt 
In 1674, Louis Chevalier de Rohan, Grand 
Veneur of France, having loſt his baggage in 
a ſkirmiſh, on its being rifled, certain letters 
were found which gave ground of ſuſpicion, 
that he was engaged in a traiterous deſign to 
deliver Havre-de-Grace into the hands of the 
Engliſh, In conſequence of this diſcovery 
he was ſeized, and thrown into the Ba/iille, 
The Sieur de la Tuanderie, who was his emiſ- 
fary in the buſineſs, hid himſelf immediately 
on hearing the news of his principal's arreſt. 
Sufficient proofs not being brought forward 
againſt de Rohan, a commiſhon was created 
which aſſumed to itſelf the office of draw- 
ing up documents for convicting him of 
treaſon. La Tuanderie was diſcovered at 
Rouen, whither proper officers were diſpatched 
to apprehend: him; but perceiving his caſe 
to be deſperate, he fired on his aſlailants, 
and was himſelf immediately killed on the 
ſpot.. The Feng of the Chevalier de Rohan 
| I repaired 
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repaired every night to the Baſile, which 
they circumambulated, crying: inteſfantly, 
with the aſſiſtance of a ſpeaking-trumpet, 
& Lb Tuander ie 18 dead, and has confeſſed 


nothing ;” but this was never heard by the 
Chevalier. The Commiſſioners, finding that 


they could draw nothing from him, told 
him, That the King knew the whole of 


the fact, and was poſſeſſed of convincing 


“ proofs ; that they only waited his confeſ- 
« ſion; and that they had authority to pro- 
« miſe him a pardon upon the ſingle con- 


dition, that he ſhould declare the truth 
of the matter.” The too credulous Che- 


valier avowed the treaſon; when, in an in- 
ſtant, the perfidious wretches changed their 
tone, and told him, that it was true, they 
could not enſure his pardon, but that they had 
great hopes of obtaining it, and would go 
immediately to ſolicit it. Notwithſtanding 
this promiſe, they felt no. compunction in 
pronouncing, foon after; the dreadful ſen- 
tence of his death. The Chevalier was con- 
demned to loſe his head; and on the 27th 


November 1674, he was conducted on foot 


to the ſcaffold, along a gallery erected on 
a level with a window of the Fencing- 


ſchool, belonging to the Arſenal, which looks 
on à little ſquare at the end of /a Rue 


des 


„ 
des Tournelles, where he was executed. The 
proceedings againſt him are to be ſeen in 
the King's Library, and in the Memoirs of 
the e ae Beauvean. Cologn, 1088, 
P- 47 


IV. 


In the ſame year with that of de Rohar's 


execution, the Jeſuits of the College de Cler- 
mond having requeſted the King, Lewis XIV. 


to honour them with his preſence at a Tra- 
gedy which was to be performed by their 
ſcholars, the Monarch accepted the invita. 


tion. Theſe artful courtiers took care to in- 
ſert in various parts of the piece many flat- 


tering paſſages which were plainly addreſſed 


to the Royal Auditor, who greedily inhaled 


the precious incenſe. When the Rector of 
the College was re- conducting the King from 
his ſeat, at the concluſion of the performance, 
a nobleman in the Royal ſuite ſpoke in terms 
of admiration of the merit of the Tragedy. 


d turning ſhort upon him, aid, Where 
* is the wonder? it is my own College 15 
This remark did not eſcape the ears of the 
Jeſuits; and that ſame night they e cauſed to 


be engraved on a black marble, in letters of 


Sola, 25 Collegium Ludovici Magni ; * and this 
I 2 inſcription 


inſcription they ſubſtituted the next morning 
in the place of an ancient one which formerly 
ſtood immediately beneath the name of Jeſus, 
over the principa! gate of the College (“ Col- 
C legium Claromontanum Soctetati Feſus.” ) A 
young ſcholar of noble birth, about thirteen 
years of age, oblerving their his zeal, com- 
poſed the following verſes, which he affixed 
at night to the gate of the College: 


„ Abſulit hinc Feſus, poſuitque inſignia Regis 


Linpia gens: alium non colit illa Deum.“ 


The Jeſuits exclaimed againſt the ſacrilege, 
as they failed not to term it; the young 
Author was diſcovered, carried away, and 
ſhut up in the Baſtille, The implacable 
Brotherhood ſentenced him, by way of fa- 
vour, only to perpetual impriſonment, and 
he was removed to the Citadel of /e Saint 
Marguerite. Many years after this he was 
taken back aga in to the Baſtille, In 1705, 
when he had been thirty-one years in con- 
finement, he became ſole heir to the eſtates 
of his family, which were very conſiderable ; 
and the Jeſuit Riquelet, at that time Con- 
feſſor of the Baſtille, remonſtrated with the 
fraternity on the neceſſity of releaſing their 
priſoner 
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Priſoner. A ſhower of gold, as it formerly 


forced open the doors of Dana?'s tower, 

had a ſimilar effect on the impenetrable for- 

treſs of the Beſtille. The Jeſuits aſſumed a 

| merit with the priſoner, in the protection which 

they had afforded him; and that nobleman, 

whole family had been extinct but for the 

friendly offices of the Society, did not fail to 

exhibit the moſt indubitable proofs of his gra- 
ttitude (Preface de M. de . Tom. 1. 

| "I * 


V. 


The famous Ser of the Baſtille, ge- 
nerally known by the name of © The Man 
« in the Iron Mast, was in the chamber 
called the third Bertaudiere. This remark- 
able perſonage was refuſed nothing that he 

| aſked for; he was treated nobly, and the 

Governor never was ſeated in his preſence. 
He was enjoined perpetually to wear a maſk 
of iron, and was given to underſtand, that 
inevitable deſtruction would be the conſe- 
quence of his making himſelf known. Theſe 
circumſtances gave riſe to various conjec- 
tures. The Author of Memoires Secrets pour 
ſervir a 1 iftoire de Perſe aſſerts, that the 
Count 
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Count de 7 ermandois, a natural ſon of Lewis 
XIV. and Mademoiſelle de la Valliere, and 

highly beloved by them, who was nearly 
of the ſame age with the Dauphin, but of 
a character diametrically oppolite to his, 
one day ſo far forgot himſelf as to hit him 
a box on the ear; that this action having 
got wind, Lewis, to ſend him out of the 
way, ordered him into the army; and gave 
inſtructions to a confidential agent to ſpread 
a report, ſoon after his arrival among his 
corps, that he was infected with the plague; 
which having had the natural effect of mak- 
ing him ſhunned by every body, he might 
with probability give out that he had died of 
the diſeaſe; and while he deceived the army 
with the preparations for his obſequies, he 
was to conduct him ſecretly to the citadel of 
Flfle de Sainte Marguerite. Theſe inſtruc- 
tions were punctually obeyed. The next 
order was, that he ſhould remain in that 
citadel till he could be conveniently removed 
to the Baſiille, which was done in 1700, 
when Lewis gave the government of the 
Baſlille to the Commandant of that iſle, as 
a reward for his fidelity. The ſame Author 
adds, that the Comte de Vermandois one day 
conceived the idea of graving his name with 


the 


3 
the point of a knife at the bottom of his 
plate; that a fervant having diſcovered this, 
thought the opportunity favourable for mak- 
ing his court, by carrying the plate to the 
Commandant, and hoped to meet with an 
ample recompenſe; but the poor wretch was 
egregiouſly deceived, for he was put to death 
on the ſpot to prevent the poſſibility of the 
fecret being divulged. Though theſe Secret 
Memoirs were publithed nine years previous 
to the earlieſt edition of J Hiſtoire du Ster 
de Lewis XIV. as M. Clement obſerves in Les 


cing Annees Literaires ( Leltre xcix. du 1 Mai, 


1752, Tom. 2). Voltaire boldly aſſerts, that 
all the hiſtorians who had written before 
him were ignorant of this extraordinary 
fact. He relates the ſtory with but little 
variation, except that he omits the name of 
the Count de Vermandois, He adds, that the 
Marquis de Louvois, when he went to viſit 
this unknown priſoner in the e Sainte Mar- 
guerile, always converſed with him in a ſtand- 
ing poſture, and with the moſt profound re- 

ſpect that the priſoner died in the Ba/iille 
in 1704, and was interred by night in the 
pariſh of $7. Paul, The Author of the Phi- 
lippics, (M. de la Grange-Chancel), in his 
Letter to M. Frezon, pretends that this pri- 
ſoner 


( 68 ) 
ſoner was the Duc de Beaufort, who was re; 
ported to have fallen in the ſiege of Candy, 
and whoſe body was never to be found by the 
moſt diligent ſearch. He gives, as a reaſon 
for the confinement of the duke, his turbu- 
lent ſpirit, the part he took in the diſtur- 

bances of Paris, in the time of La Fronde, 
and his oppoſition (in character of ad- 
miral) to the deſigns of Colbert, Miniſter 


in the Marine Department. M. Poullain f 


de Saintfoy combats all theſe opinions con- 
cerning the Man in the Iron Maſk; he like- 
wiſe contradicts the date of this priſoner's 
confinement in the e St. Marguerite, fixed 
by M. de Voltaire in 1661, by M. de la 
 Grange-Chancel in 1669, and by the author 
of Memoires Secrets towards the end of 168 3. 
M. de Saintfoy aflerts, that this unknown 


perſonage was no other than the Duke of 


Mounmouth, ſon of King Charles II. by Lucy 
Walters; that he had headed a party in the 
county of Dorſet, where he was proclaimed 
King; and that having encountered the royal 
army, he was defeated, taken priſoner, and 
conducted to London, where he was ſhut up 
in the Tower, and condemned to loſe his 
head on the 15th July 1685. M. de Saintfoy 
adds, that a report was ſpread about this time, 
that 


—— — 
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that there was an officer in this army of the 


Duke of Monmouth, whoſe features and per- 
fon bore a ſingular reſemblance to the Duke' 83 
that this man had been made priſoner at che i 
ſame time with his royal commander, and 
had the heroiſm to ſuffer death in his ſtead. 


He quotes Mr. Hume, and a book entitled 


« Amours de Charles II. and James Il. 


« Kings of England, and obſerves, to con- 


firm his opinion, that James II. apprehenſive 


that ſome unforeſeen revolution might ſet 


Monmouth at liberty, thought proper, for the 


peace of his own mind, to grant him his life 


on condition of his immediately paſſing over 


to France, The Jeſuit, Henry Griſfet, who 
bad long been Confeſſor (g) to the priſoners in 
the Baſtille, having gained acceſs to the ſecret. 
papers and archives of the Caſtle, and with- 


out doubt ſeen the Regiſter of Deaths which 
was placed in the Depôt, compoled a very 
maſterly diſſertation on this hiſtorical problem. 

The Jeſuit does not poſitively aſſert, that the 
Man in the Iron Maſk was the Duke de Ver- 


g Thoſe Jeſuits who had the fortune to be appointed 


Confeſſors to the King, never failed to place one of their 


own Society! in the poſt of Confeſſor to the Baſtille; which, 
though in itſelf a place of little conſequence, yet, when 
it was in their hands, became the means of making dif- 
coveries, which aided the profound views of their infer- 
nal politics. This poſt is now hereditary in the Society. 
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mandois ; but he adduceg many prohable rea- 


ſons. to favour that opinion; and on this 


doubtful ſubject the ſuffrage of M. P. Grifet 


want 1h be allowed to baue great weight, 
| The Depit of the Bahil contains mang 


cheſts of papers belonging to the late Duc 
de Vendime (bh Y. relating to many cu- 
rious incidents in the hiſtory of that noble- 

man, and in that of the Spaniſh, Nalian, and 

Flanders wars. Theſe papers were ſeized 
from the poſſeſſion of his natural ſon, who 
had been his ſole legatee, and who was 
ſtrongly ſuſpected of being the author of a 
pamphlet, entitled Les trois Maries (the three 


MairLy's). He was apprehended and put 


(hb) Louis Foſeph, Duc de Vendime, de Merceur, 
Etampes, & de Penthievre, General des Galeres, Grande 


| Seneſchal, & Gouverneur de Provence, born the zoth July, 


16 54, was Viceroy and General of the Armies in Cata- 
lonia in Spain, from the year 1685, till the beginning of 


the preſent century, In 1702 he took the command of 
the army in Jtaly, where he defeated Prince Eugene and 


the Imperialiſis; and in 1707 made the campaign of 


Flanders. He returned three years afterwards into Spain 
and died at Vinaros in that kingdom the 11th of June 
1712. This man, ever memorable for his military ex- 


ploits, and who was great grand-ſon of Henry IV. of 


France, left behind him no offspring, except one natural 
Ton, whom he made his ſole legatee. 


into 


( i 1 


into the Baftilte, wherice' - was ſoon after 
removed to Vincenner, where he died; Theſe 
Papers are in a very damp place, where 
they will ſoon be rotten or worm. eaten; and 


poſterity, it is to be feared, be depriveck ol 
cheſe precious hiſtorical materials. 


VII. 
The Sieur Paillant, a Joik y eceleſiaſtic, 


but who had been unfortunate enough 


to have been concerned in the affair of the 
toofamous Bull, was confined in the Baſtille 


from 1728 to 1731. He was a ſecond time 
thrown into that priſon in 1734. Some hots 
headed fanatics were ſeduced, either by bribes 
or other means, to ſpread a report, „That 


this prieſt was the prophet Elias, lately des 


15 ſcended upon the earth; that he was now 


& in the Baffille, but would ſoon be taken 
< thence and put to death.” The partiſans 


of this eccleſiaſtic obtained the common ap- 
pellation of Vaillantifts., In a courſe of time, 
the rigour with which he was treated in the 
Baſtille, together with his own auſterities, 


turned his brain. Heharbouredat times theidea 
that he was indeedthe prophet Elias; and firmly 

believing that he ſhould one day be caught 
up in a whirlwind of fire, he made no ſeru- 


ple of honeſtly communicating this opinion 
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tothe officers of 7 Etat Major. On the 26th 


of January 1739 the chimney of his apart- 


ment took fire, and he welcomed the moment, 


to long expected, of his elevation; but the 


| fire was ſoon extinguiſhed, and he . 


under lock and key as uſual. He now thought 
himſelf bound to make a ſerious declaration. 
in writing to the Sieur Herault, Lieutenant 


de Police, “That he, Vaillant, was in no 


« ſenſe the prophet Elias; ; that he did not 
« repreſent him, and: that he had no autho- 
* rity for announcing bim, ar for acting or 


, fpeaking in his name.” Long ſolitude 


impaired his intellects. Having entered the 
| Chapel one Sunday to hear maſs, he ſuddenly 


ſeized the veſtments, put on the cope, &c. 


and began maſs, The people called for aſſiſt- 


ance, and the Major came, and tried in vain 


to ſtop the prieſt, who, quite regardleſs of all 


about him, continued the ſervice. The Major 


ſeized him, the prieſt reſiſted, and the cham- 


pions at laſt collared each other. This ſcene de- 


prived the priſoner from ever again attending 
the maſs, He was afterwards conveyed to 


Vincennes, where he died. 


VIII. 
The Comte de Lally was near three years 


in the [OO He was of a violent diſ- 
5 poſition, . 


ſl | 


| 


polition, and one of his favourite maxims 


Was, That he knew no pleaſure ſo ſweet as 
ce 


WO 
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„revenge; which was truly the pleaſure of 


« the gods ! ”. He added, © The Parliament 


« 


will judge me with all the rigour of the 
2 laws ; but the King will favour me and 
„ mitigate my ſufferings.” 


- 


s He had permiſſion to have his ſecretary to 
reſide with him; and this man he wearied 


out with perpetual vexation. One day the 


ſecretary. having obſerved in the great Court 
a quantity of cingalated blood, which had 
been drawn by phlebotomy from one of the 


ſick priſoners, and which the ſervant had 


careleſsly thrown there, he conceived an idea 


that preparations were making for putting 
him to death, and immediately became diſ- 


tracted. He was conveyed to Charenton. 


The Major of the Baſtille received orders 


to conduct the Comte Lally to the Palace, to 
undergo his final examination. M. le Pre- 
ſident commanded that officer to diveſt him 


of the ribbon of his Order, and the other 


inſignia of his dignities ; but he refuſed to 


perform that office, which was immediately 
executed by the Huſſars. The Comte was re 
conducted to the Baſiille, and all viſits in 4 


CF 
ture, and permiſſion to walk out, were pro- 
hibited. The officers kept him company by 
turns from this time till his execution, which 
did not take place till three or four days after 
his condemnation. In the mean time, his 
friends and relations took opportunity of 
paſſing in their carriage by the ſide of the 
gate St. Antoine, and before his window, 
making ſigns to him to anticipate his fate by 
cutting his throat; but all their ſignals were 
uſeleſs; che priſoner, abſorbed in reflection, 
Never caſt his eyes that way, and left to the 
executioner, what, had he perceived their 
inſtigations, he would certainly have ſaved 
him the trouble of performing. The Major 
received orders to remove Lally into the Con- 
ciergerie, there to paſs the night of horror 
preceding his execution, and to continue 
with him the whole time. Here he became 
reconciled to that officer whom he had ever 
before deteſted. The next morning M. Pa, 
quier, a Counſellor of Parliament, ſaid to 
him, The King is full of mercy, and will 
certainly pardon you if you will declare 
every thing. you know of your two accom- 
e plices, &c.” Lolly flew into rage, called 
M. Paſquier a perfidious man, abuſed him in 
the groſſeſt manner, and poured out on him 
| [os 
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the moſt horrid imprecations and blaſphemies. 

The magiſtrate gave immediate orders for 
gagging him; but ſoon after, the Confeſſor ap- 
pearing, the gag was taken out of his mouth. 
He then made a feint of removinga little on one 
fide, drew a point of a compaſs, which he had 
ingeniouſly concealed, and ſtabbed himſelf 

with great violence, with a full deſign of pre- 
yenting the ignominy which waspreparing be- 

fore his eyes. The attendants however per- 
ceived and diſarmed him, when he vehe- 
mently exclaimed . F——, I have miſled the 
< blow!” The ſurgeon found the wound not 
mortal; /he became gradually more calm, was 


confeſſed, and ſoon after executed, May 1766. 


The family of Count Lally had by ſome 
means obtained a copy of all the proceedings 
at the execution of the Duc de Biron, and 
ſolicited that the Count might meet his end 
in the ſame way, but in vain. Yet it appears, 
that this family were leſs earneſt about the 
fate of the criminal, than to recover the im- 
menſe ſums which he had remitted to England, 


M. de Voltaire lately publiſhed De Frag- 
mens ſur Þ Inde, in which he conjures the 
tribunal which ſat on Count Lally to reviſe 
the decree by which he was condemned, 

We 


We obſerve with amingled contempt andin- 
dignation, that this old man, who is perpetu- 
ally - boaſting his love of truth as ſuperior to 
every other conſideration, and who pretends 
to have inſpected the moſt circumſtantial 
memoirs and ſecret informations of this tri- 
bunal, only ſlightly glances in theſe memoirs 
at the means of juſtihcation which might be 
employed in behalf of the party condemned. 


M. de Voltaire however deemed this ſut- 
ficient matter for declamation againſt the Par- 


liament of Paris, and, wading through thick 


and thin, to reproach them with the accumu- 


tated miſery of two centuries, down. to the 
time of / Arret en faveur, da" Ari Note, with- 
out having the ſenſe to reflect, that a noble 
mind would have ſcorned thus baſely to 


ſeize the opportunity, when a number of the 
members of that body, the victims of patri- 
otic zeal, were diſperſed in exile, to inſult 


them under the baſe idea of impunity. This 
is truly the A fes tick at the fick Lion, as is 
well remarked by the Gazette Litteraire a 


7 9 7 for the year 1773. 
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